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News update and subjects for prayer — July 2023

MUCH PRAYER, MUCH BLESSING. LITTLE PRAYER, LITTLE BLESSING.
NO PRAYER, NO BLESSING! 1 Thessalonians 5:17

Week 1: July 1st—8th

** God has greatly blessed the Hands of Mercy International ministry during the past 26 years and many families have been
helped physically, mentally and spiritually. The Filipinos have shared that they feel they are “nobodies” — no one cares — they are
looked down upon. But through the ministry of Hands of Mercy, the people in the squatter communities now have HOPE when
there was despair. Please continue to pray for this important ministry.

*** More than 7,000 islands make up the Philippines, but the bulk of its fast-growing population lives on just 11 of them. Much of
the country is mountainous and prone to earthquakes and eruptions from around twenty active volcanoes. It is often buffeted by
typhoons and other storms during the hot and rainy season. Please pray that God will protect the people from the effects of
typhoons, thunderstorms and serious flooding and help them cope in their poverty if the flood waters enter their shanty homes.

*** During this “hot” season, Sally has reported it was 50 degrees Celsius and very humid! Please pray for the prevention of fires
that can sweep so quickly across the urban poor communities, and that each family will continually be alert and aware of the
possibility of a fire. Please pray that God will protect the people from these disastrous events.

Week 2: July 9th — 16t

*** Please pray for the health of the Hands of Mercy staff, that they will receive “times of refreshing” from the Lord. Life in the
squatter communities takes its toll on people’s energy levels, especially in the present heat. The staff all live in the communities
and experience lack of finance for the essentials of living. Please pray for: Anita, Ara, Analyn, Berta, Beth, Bing, Brenda, Helen,
Inday, Jane, Jenny, Joey, Liza, Maria, Mila, Myrna, Maricel, Medilyn, Nenita, Paradin, Pina, Remy, Sally, Sevalyn, Tess M, Terie,
Tess |, and Wilma.

** |ICHTHUS is the Hands of Mercy water purification business producing clean drinking water. The water refilling station is in
Mandaluyong City and has two filtration systems producing both alkaline and purified water. Water is placed and sold in refillable
containers of varying sizes. ICHTHUS welcomes walk-in customers and offers a home/business delivery service. Please continue
to pray for the business that it will attract more customers and that the staff involved will be given strength and wisdom as they
develop the business. Please pray for Greg, Arnold, Joey, Sally, Anita and Kim in their involvement with the business.

*** Please continue to pray for Sally Escoto with her many responsibilities as she runs the Compassion Ministry of Hands of Mercy
and the Ichthus Water Filtering business. Please pray that God will give her wisdom and strength for the many tasks to be dealt
with each day.



Week 3: July 17t — 24th

*** Jesus is at the heart of what Hands of Mercy does. As a Christian charity we respond to God’s call to love our neighbour and
care for the poor. Every child born into poverty faces a combination of challenges in body, mind and spirit. Gifts from supporters
are used wisely and always for the benefit of children and their families. Please pray for the HOM staff as they reach out to the
needy and please pray that financial gifts will be given so they can continue to feed and help those who are struggling.

*** The Family Support Programme is an enormous help to the very poor and needy families in Mandaluyong, many of whom
need to scavenge each day to afford a meal. Hands of Mercy needs more sponsors to help these people receive supplementary
food each month. This support can help to change the life of a whole family. Please pray that God will nudge concerned individuals
to offer to sponsor a family with food items. £20 a month would make a great difference in a family’s life. (Please contact the UK
office on info@handsofmercyph.org or call Denise, the administrator, on 07467 127023 if you would like to sponsor a family).

HOM staff preparing the rice to give out for the Family Support Programme
*** Rice is the staple diet of the Filipino and many people struggle to buy enough for their families. Hands of Mercy aims to give a
‘rice gift’” during the autumn to the Hands of Mercy staff who work so hard in the communities. There is a lot of hopelessness,
frustration and hardship in the communities and the lockdown took its toll on everyone. Please remember the HOM staff and the
community families in your prayers.

Week 4: July 25t - 31

*** Please pray for the Pastors of the four Mercy Community Churches as they share God’s Word each week — Joey, Robert,
Greg and Sevalyn. At the Barangka church there are three services now (two in the morning and one in the afternoon). At Block
37 and 38 community churches there are two services as numbers have increased. Give thanks for the Worship Teams at the
churches. Please pray for God’s enabling as they lead people closer to Him through praise and worship songs. Please also
remember in prayer the Youth Leaders of the church and for Sevalyn as she leads the Mercy Community Church in Camp 8 in
Baguio City in the north of the Philippines.

*** Give thanks for the Christian young people at the Mercy Community Churches who are living out their faith in a difficult
environment, resisting temptation and prepared to share God’s love with others. Please pray that they will continue to grow in their
Christian faith and be a witness for God in their communities.

*** 1 John 3 v 18: “Let us not love with words or tongue, but with actions and in truth”. God has given us a responsibility to
the poor and needy as part of His redemptive plan for humanity. Please pray that many people will actively respond to the physical,
emotional and spiritual needs of the people in the squatter areas of Mandaluyong and Baguio/La Trinidad.

Thank you so much for your ministry in prayer.
Email: inffo@handsofmercyph.org Internet: www.handsofmercyph.org
Registered Charity No. 1097434 HOMI office mobile: 07467 127023
Restoring hope to the needy through love and compassion.
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